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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Fort William Historical Park Hosts  
National Aboriginal Day Festivities  

 
     

Everyone is invited to join in a nation-wide celebration of Native culture during the 18th anniversary of 
National Aboriginal Day, Friday, June 20th and Saturday, June 21st at Fort William Historical Park 
(FWHP).    
 
This year features a special format, with Friday designated as Education Day. Well over 300 students 
from various local schools are scheduled to participate in a numerous craft workshops on the historic 
site including drum teachings, regalia, creating dream catchers, medicine teachings, drumming, making 
and Métis jigging. Sessions run from 10 am to 2 pm.  The general public is also invited to join in the 
workshops.   
 
At 12:00 pm, attention shifts to opening ceremonies at the FWHP amphitheatre with a prayer and an 
official welcome from the National Aboriginal Day committee.  Musical festivities commence at 12:15 pm 
with a variety of bands and individual entertainers performing until 10:00 pm.  For Friday, admission is 
free to both the historic site and the festivities in the amphitheatre.  Entertainment continues until 10 pm. 
 
On Saturday, all festivities are happening at the FWHP amphitheatre, commencing with the Grand 
Entry/Powwow at 10:30 am, followed by Grand Opening Ceremonies honouring youth at 11:00 am.  
Several dignitaries representing federal, provincial, and municipal levels of government are expected to 
attend.  Festivities will continue throughout the day, including traditional drumming, dancing, and singing, 
together with craft demonstrations and vendors.  Festivities conclude at 8 pm.  
 
Admission for Saturday-----------TBD 
 
In 1996, Governor General Romeo Leblanc declared June 21st as National Aboriginal Day as a means 
for people of all backgrounds to celebrate the cultures and contributions to Canada by First Nations, Inuit 
and Métis peoples. June 21st is culturally significant because it is summer solstice, the longest day of the 
year. Many aboriginal peoples mark this day to celebrate their heritage.  
 



Everyone is welcome to celebrate National Aboriginal Day at Fort William Historical Park, Friday, 
June 20th and Saturday, June 21st.  For more information, please visit www.fwhp.ca  or call 807-473-
2344. 

http://www.fwhp.ca/

